
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 May, 2020 
  
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students, 
 
Phase 2 of our ‘Staggered Return to Campus’ has been successful. This week we are seeing 
greater confidence in students, parents and staff that the systems in place are mitigating risk 
for us all on campus. Thank you so much for observing the distancing that we have needed 
to impose by not entering the property past the turning circle. This has eased traffic flow, and 
the primary students have gained a remarkable amount of independence in gathering their 
bags, library books and coats and trudging up the steep pathway on their own. 
 
As you are no doubt aware, on Monday the NSW Premier made an announcement with 
regard to State schools and the directive to have all students return to fulltime classes on 
campus next Monday 25th May. This decision was largely based on information received from 
epidemiologists, with most recently diagnosed cases of COVID-19 relating to people 
returning from travel and housed in hotels, rather than from community transfer. Also relevant 
is that, as restrictions have been eased and people are moving about, thousands are being 
tested daily and there has not been an increase in community transmission. Additionally, the 
COVID-19 App allows for swift communications with anyone who has been in contact with a 
diagnosed case. 
 
We have therefore reviewed our plan for our students’ staggered return to campus. We will 
progress swiftly into Phase 3 on Monday 25th May, then into Phase 4 on Monday 1st June. 
Our decision is a child-centred approach, founded upon our knowledge of our students, 
sound advice from health officials, our capacity to provide a safe environment for all who 
attend Korowal, and community support to accelerate the return. We have all experienced 
changes since we were last here full-time. We have not been lured by any Federal 
Government incentives offering payment of our annual funding two months earlier than 
scheduled. 
 
In Phase 3, from Monday 25th May and for one week, all students from K-10 will return to 
campus for 3 days in that week, Week 5.  
 
This approach gives the students time to adjust to being back in the classroom with all of the 
current hygiene practices and distancing in place. It caters for their physical and mental 
wellbeing. It also allows for us to track movement around the school as numbers increase, 
direct primary and high school students to different areas, and trial staff facilities with all staff 
on campus.  
 
Teachers will continue to run their Remote School Programs. Here we are different from State 
schools, where the remote programs are being terminated. We are prioritising minimal 
disruption to our students and staff during these final transitions in case we need to reverse 
this decision at any time. The tasks set, the content covered, will continue as planned. 
 
During Week 5 we will have time to review and refine plans to ensure that we are ready to 
build back to full-time in Week 6, and that we can meet the needs of our community (our 



 

students, staff, parents, families) with the restrictions applied to our facilities under these ever 
changing circumstances. 
 
In Phase 3, Years 11 and 12 will return to full-time classes on campus.  
Our senior students will have two days on campus this week, and it is a natural progression 
into full-time attendance on campus next week, Week 5. Teachers will run their face to face 
classes from campus, with access for students who are at home and considered vulnerable. 
The programmed work for Pathways has not altered throughout Remote Schooling at home 
as all classes have been run across the internet. They will now be in a classroom. 
 
In Phase 4, commencing in Week 6, from Monday 1st June, all students will return to fulltime 
classes on campus. 
 
Korowal will welcome all students to classes on campus five days per week. 
 
READY TO RESPOND TO ANY CHANGES 
Throughout this period, and until the end of term, we will be prepared to respond to any 
disruptions to full-time schooling on campus with minimal impact to our students. This will 
be possible as we will continue to have our Remote Schooling Programs running while on 
campus. Put simply, this means that the content of classes and courses will be the same as 
they are at present, and continue to be a common program, whether connecting from home 
or on campus. All students will be covering the same content. Teachers will still be uploading 
onto Google Classroom. 
 
However, when teachers are in face to face contact with their class the student experience 
will be richer, as teachers adjust the program to the children and resources available to them.  
We therefore encourage all students to return to campus unless there are individual or family 
vulnerabilities that prohibit this. The current access to teachers that students are 
experiencing from home will change when the teacher is running a class. 
 
As work continues to be uploaded onto Google classroom, there will be further specific 
details coming to you on Thursday from both Primary and High Coordinators. These will 
outline procedures for Phase 3 and Phase 4.  
 
We are keen to have students back at school, and we are confident that this plan will ease 
the transition. 
  



 

PHASES 
We are now moving to Phase 3, then Phase 4. 
 

YEAR GROUP 

PHASE 3 

 

PHASE 4 

WEEK 5 - Commencing 25th May WEEK 6 – Commencing 1st June 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

KINDY x   x x x x x x x 

YEAR 1  x x  x x x x x x 

YEAR 2 x  x x  x x x x x 

YEAR 3  x x  x x x x x x 

YEAR 4 x x  x  x x x x x 

YEAR 5  x x  x x x x x x 

YEAR 6  x  x x x x x x x 

YEAR 7  x x x  x x x x x 

YEAR 8 x x  x  x x x x x 

YEAR 9 x  x  x x x x x x 

YEAR 10 x  x x  x x x x x 

PATHWAYS x x x x x x x x x x 

 
A summary of how each phase operates. 
• Phase 1 

As we had earlier in Term 2. The majority of students undertake remote schooling from 
home. Parents are encouraged to keep their children home and/or mandated to keep 
children home. Students undertake remote schooling plans, at home. The campus will 
either be open for children of essential workers or closed eg. for a clean  

• Phase 2 is the gradual transition back to campus with staggered days. Students 
continue to work on their remote schooling plans. Some year groups will be staggered 
back onto campus for short periods of time. The campus will be open for children of 
essential workers 

• Phase 3 Return to campus for more than one day per week. This may be for anywhere 
between 2-5 days, (we are about to launch into 3 days). Students undertake remote 
schooling plans from home and school. The campus will be open for children of essential 
workers 

• Phase 4 All students return to full-time schooling on campus. Students and staff who 
are unable to attend due to vulnerabilities continue to work from home. Remote 
schooling plans are in operation for all students, on and off campus. 

 
TRANSPORT 
The Korowal School buses are in operation.  Priority continues to be given to primary 
students, with pickups from Hazelbrook station for high school. However, we encourage 
students to walk from the station wherever possible to reduce the numbers on all public and 
private buses. 
 



 

Please note that the front row of seats is not in use. The driver will have the front window 
open and there will be minimal heating for the safety of all. Students are required to board by 
themselves, and attach their own seatbelts. Parents are asked not to enter the bus. 
 
The following is a message from transport for NSW 
Transport for NSW is working closely with the education sectors. No school student will be 
turned away from public transport even if this means that physical distancing won’t always 
be possible on dedicated school services.  
 
On other services, school students will be given priority over other passengers even if this 
means a service goes over physical distancing capacity.  
 
Transport for NSW are rolling out physical distancing “no dot, no spot” distinctive green dots 
across trains, buses and ferries to show passengers the safest place to sit and stand. Parents 
and carers should make travel choices which suit their individual circumstances and 
Transport for NSW is here to support them with real time information provided through apps, 
social media and the Transport Info website in order to see which services have space 
available. Transport for NSW continues to ramp-up cleaning across the network with a daily 
focus on high-touch areas like handrails and Opal readers.  
 
Students are reminded to tap on and tap off using their Opal cards.  
 
DROP OFF AND PICK UP 
We ask that you please move through efficiently to avoid a backlog. And that high school 
parents arrive as stipulated and not before. If you have both primary and high children, we 
will supervise the primary children until their siblings arrive at 3.30pm. 

 
Drop off 
High school from 8.50am for a 9.15am start 
Primary from 9.10am (preferably), for a 9.25 start 
 
Pick up 
High school will be in the turning circle from 3.30pm for pick up  
Primary will be in the turning circle area from 3.05pm for pick up 

 
SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Physical distancing measures are still in place for all staff. While we are trying to apply them 
throughout the school, this is not a requirement of our Health authorities. However, we ask 
senior students to observe these measures. Classrooms are set with desks further apart than 
usual.  
 
We continue to require that any student being dropped off at school is brought to the turning 
circle. Here they will be met by a staff member. We request that parents stay in their cars and 
not enter the School grounds for the safety of all. 
 
TEMPERATURE CHECKS 
All students and staff attending campus will be required to undertake a temperature check 
on arrival and may be re-tested throughout the day. To ensure we are all safe from cross 
contagion, please check your child’s temperature before leaving home. If they register an 
elevated temperature (of 38°C or above), they cannot attend School.  
 
Primary and High students will be directed to different areas for this activity and signs will be 
in place, with staff directing students to the appropriate areas. 
 
 



 

HYGIENE PROCEDURES 
• Primary students are required to wash hands on arrival at school and throughout the 

day.  
• High school students are also to wash hands or use hand sanitizer on arrival. They 

are to use hand sanitizer on entry to a classroom and to wipe down desk tops and 
backs of chairs at the end of class 

• All toilets throughout the school have soap and paper towel 
• Increased cleaning: Steph is being employed to clean all common areas, empty hand 

bins, wipe door handles and surfaces, clean toilets, restock soap and paper towels 
between 11.00am and 2.00pm each day. Our cleaners then do the same after hours, 
as well as wash hard surfaces and vacuum. 

• Bubblers are not in operation and we encourage all students to bring water bottles 
• Heaters are set at 19 degrees and window/door is partially open for increased air flow 

 
Please note there is No Canteen until further notice 
 
IN SUMMARY  

• Years K-10 will return to campus for three days in Week 5, from Monday 25th May 

• Years 11-12 will return to campus full-time in Week 5, on Monday 25th May 

• Years K-10 return to campus fulltime in Week 6, Monday 1st June 

• Campus is open for students of essential workers throughout Week 5 

• Remote schooling programs will operate for all students on and off campus (at home)  

• We will be equipped to return to Phase 1 if there is a case of COVID-9 in the school 
or community, and we are directed to go into partial or full closure at any time 

• All staff and students on campus will have temperatures checked 

• Parents are to refrain from entering the grounds and classrooms 

• Students are to rug up and bring water bottles 

• We remain flexible during this pandemic 

 
Further information will be communicated as the needs arise. We appreciate your 
understanding and patience as we adjust to the latest recommendations. 
 
 
Best regards, 
Barb  

 


