
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Primary School Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the challenges of our current situation in regards to COVID 19 and the 
general uncertainty around schooling. Each day the information shifts and we are constantly re-assessing 
what we are doing to best meet the needs of our community in the moment and into the future. Our planning 
is in support of the Premier of NSW’s recommendation that children be kept home from schools wherever 
possible even though schools remain open. During this pandemic we must prioritise the physical well-being 
of our community over and above other concerns, which at times feels hard and disconnected and against 
our usual approach. Please consider this and the following information when making the decision to send 
you child to school or keep them home with you.  
 
We have been working hard to create take-home work packs for children who are staying home from school 
and in preparation for the possibility of school closure or reduced operations. While these packs can’t 
replicate the unique, multi-dimensional experience of Korowal education they are designed to be readily 
accessible to students to work with supported self-direction. Please use these packs in ways that are useful 
for your child and your family. Try to have realistic expectations of yourself and your child during this 
extraordinary time- teaching multiplication can be difficult if you haven’t done it before but you are their 
first and most important teachers in life! Remember we are getting towards the end of a long and difficult 
and term and fatigue may be setting in. Our expectations around work completion are open. And we fully 
appreciate the value of the other learning students will do during this time. The benefits of slowing down, 
creating together, reading for pleasure, learning how to clean, cook and garden are enormous- they build 
contentment, resilience and connection. We will be exploring on-line options for teacher/student and 
teacher/parent connection during this time. Please let me know if you do not have access to an online devise 
such as an ipad, laptop or phone from which online meetings could occur, and if you are unable to get 
stationary items such as coloured pencils, crayons, scissors. If you are already keeping your child at home 
and have not received their take-home work pack, you can collect this from the front verandah of the school 
office.  
 
We will be further enforcing social distancing in all school settings, for all age groups. As of tomorrow, 
children will be required to sit at individual desks or sit on their own designated area of the floor, separated 
from others during class time, including Morning Circle and for eating times. They will not be able to share 
materials or work collaboratively in close proximity. Their lunchtime games are to have no physical contact 
with others. Unfortunately, this will give school a very different, possibly uncomfortable and confusing  feel 
for students, and may be especially difficult for our younger students who may naturally communicate 
physically. We need to reduce physical parent contact at school- Kindergarten are still getting used to school 
so we understand that parents may need to come inside with their child, but ask that you don’t attend 
Morning Circle if possible. Year 1 and 2 parents please only come inside the building if necessary. Parents of 
children in Year 3-6 please avoid coming into the school building. Some teachers will be under the big tree 
each morning from 9am to say hello and to assist with the handover of information, or to help children 
transition from home to school. Please continue to make contact with your child’s class teacher or myself 
via email. 
 
In the afternoons, Yr 1 and 2 teachers will walk the students who are being picked up by a parent down to 
the big tree to be collected. Older students will go to their usual pick-up point (bus, PS playground or turning 
circle). 
 



 
Classes will be combined based on numbers. We will keep stage groupings together where possible (i.e. Yrs 
1 and 2, Yrs 3 and 4, Yrs 5 and 6). As of tomorrow, we will be operating from the work packs rather than 
introducing new material or extending our Focus Studies enquiries. Specialist classes will be reduced and will 
follow an adjusted program. 
 
I apologise for delivering such a hard picture of what school will look like for the immediate future. It is not 
only difficult for the students to be operating like this but also for our caring, kind-hearted teachers. I would 
like to thank the teachers for their hard work in developing work packs and in maintaining a sense of 
positivity and connection with their students during this time.  
 
Our Wellbeing Coordinator, Sarah Farrell-Whelan is available via email if you have particular concerns that 
you think she may be able to assist you with.  
Please feel welcome to email me if you have any further questions. 
 
 
Wishing you all safety and good health, 
Talulah 
 


