
 

 

FINAL MID TERM UPDATE – ADVICE FOR FAMILIES 
 
Dear Families, 
 
On Friday afternoon, 5th March, we received a COVID-19 update on restrictions that have been lifted. 
These will be implemented at Korowal from Monday 8th March 2021. 
 
It is important that you read this entire document as some restrictions remain in place for the safety of 
students, staff and parents. Significantly, we are delighted that Korowal may welcome parents back in a 
COVID safe way.  
 
COVID-Safe Plans 
All activities permitted at school will continue to be conducted in a way that is safe and appropriate in the 
current environment.  
 
HYGIENE 
We continue to remain vigilant as we implement infection control, physical distancing and personal 
hygiene protocols to protect the health and safety of students and staff. We require that we all follow 
good hygiene practices such as: 

• regularly washing hands, 
• avoiding sharing drinks or food, 
• coughing or sneezing into our elbow, or a tissue which should be discarded immediately. 

 
PARENTS 
These are the main changes from Monday 8th March. 
Providing that COVID-Safe physical distancing and hygiene measures are adhered to at all times: 

• Meetings are permitted with a COVID-safe plan in place, 
• Parents may enter for drop off and pick up, 
• Gatherings of parents for meetings and working bees may proceed, 
• School can welcome parents and carers to attend school sporting events and activities, whether 

indoors or outdoors, in line with COVID Safety requirements in place, 
• School orientation programs can continue. 

 
All Visitors to a school site, including contractors and service providers must continue to comply with 
our sign-in arrangements at the School office.  
 
PRIMARY DROP OFF AND PICK UP ARRANGEMENTS 
We will continue to be in the turning circle mornings and afternoons to greet and have students collected 
by their parents or carers. This relatively new practice appears to be convenient for our parents, whilst 
also relieving traffic congestion. 
 



 

 

As we are required to maintain social distancing of 1.5 metres, and the passageway in primary becomes 
extremely busy before and after school, we need to hold some restrictions and create new gathering 
places for each class. 

• Kindergarten and Year 1 parents only may enter the hallway each day, 
• All other primary parents at drop off or pick up times will be allocated an area outdoors where the 

class will meet. These include the following: 
o Year 2 at the elephant tree (RIP), 
o Years 3, 4, 5 on the verandah’s outside the classrooms, 
o Year 6 at the picnic table on the staff lawn or outside the quiet room in rainy weather.  

 
We will continue to have specific class-allocated afternoons for parents to visit their child’s classroom, 
as we started last week. They will continue to be staggered so that we can maintain COVID-Safe 
practices. 
 
STUDENTS 

• Mixing together across year group for all school related activities is permitted, 
• School orientation programs can continue, 
• There are no recommended limits on signing groups, 
• Activities involving musical instruments can proceed, 
• Interschool activities may proceed, 
• International excursions and large sporting events are on hold for now. 

 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING 

• Students are not required to physically distance, 
• Staff and parents are to maintain physical distance from each other (1.5m), 
• Parents are to ensure school pick up and drop off arrangements enable them to physically 

distance from one another and from staff. 
 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
These requirements remain unchanged from the start of 2021. As we prepare for Autumn and Winter the 
following summary is a timely reminder for all of us, students, parents and staff. 
 
Students should be at school unless: 

• They have a medical certificate which states that they are unable to return due to an ongoing 
medical condition and the expected timeframe, 

• They are currently unwell. 
 
We realise that this creates inconvenience for some parents and appreciate your cooperation with the 
requirements. Every school is required to accept responsibility and apply the NSW Health guidelines. 
 



 

 

In keeping with advice from NSW Health parents and carers are to keep their child away from school if 
the child is unwell, even if they have the mildest of flu-like symptoms. 
 
NSW Health has also requested that schools encourage anyone who is unwell or has even mild flu-like 
symptoms, to arrange to be tested through their local medical practitioner or one of the COVID-19 clinics. 

• Students and staff with flu-like symptoms need to be tested and provide a copy of a negative 
COVID-19 test result and be symptom-free before being permitted to return to school, 

• Students who do not undertake a COVID-19 test will not be permitted to return to school for a 10-
day period. Additionally, they must be symptom-free for at least 3 days prior to returning to school, 

• Students who have seasonal allergic rhinitis or another condition that presents similarly to flu-like 
symptoms are still required to get tested for COVID-19 and return a negative test result. Where 
their symptoms continue beyond 10 days, students should provide documentation from their GP 
confirming their symptoms are typical for their condition. If the student develops new or changed 
symptoms, they should get tested for COVID-19. Find more information about COVID-19 
Symptoms: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/symptoms-and-testing 

• COVID-19 testing for students with complex health or disability may be challenging. In these 
situations, schools will ask the parent or carer to have their child assessed by their medical 
practitioner. Where a medical practitioner determines that a COVID-19 test is not required, 
documentation must be provided to the school to confirm that the student does not have 
symptoms that warrant a COVID-19 test. The certificate must also indicate that the students is 
able to return to school. 

 
Students will be supported with learning activities for home in the following circumstances: 

• If they are required to self-isolate due to being a close contact of a positive or suspected COVID-
19 case, 

• Where Korowal is directed under public health advice to only remain operational for children of 
essential workers if an outbreak of COVID-19 was to arise in the local area, 

• If your child is unwell there is no expectation that they will be doing school work. 
 
WEARING FACE MASKS AND TEMPERATURE SCREENING 

• Staff and students are not required to wear a face mask while at school however if anyone wishes 
to wear their own mask, they will not be prevented from doing so, 

• Students over the age of 12 as well as staff must comply with the Public Health (COVID-19 
Mandatory Face Coverings) Order 2021 when travelling to and from school, during school 
excursions by public transport, or by chartered/private transport services, 

• Wearing a face mask is not mandatory for parents and carers visiting schools, provided they are 
visiting for the reasons stated in this guideline and maintain physical distancing and hygiene 
practices while at Korowal, 

• Temperature screening is not required. 


