
 

 

Tuesday 26th October, 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are looking forward to having our students come back to School! This time has been 
burdensome for them, and we see the fatigue with online learning becoming more 
pronounced each week. While the teachers have been readying themselves for classes in 
classrooms, many other people have been preparing the site for COVID safe practices, 
including movement around the school. 
 
In our planning for return to school for our high school students we have been giving due 
consideration to the matter of mask wearing whilst indoors on campus.  
 
As an independent school we have the responsibility to assess risk for our student and staff 
cohort on their return to campus whilst still within the COVID-19 pandemic. As you may be 
aware, Department of Education (DoE) schools have a ruling that for now, all students from 
Year 7 to Year 12 are required to wear masks unless they have an exemption. This is not 
mandated within the Public Health Order but has been assessed as required under the DoE 
Health Guidelines. 
 
The NSW Public Health Order (PHO) does however mandate that staff in schools must wear 
masks indoors. Some exceptions apply, for example when a teacher is explaining phonics, or 
when communication is being hampered by the mask. They are to be refitted when that 
session is over.  
 
Our staff will be wearing masks when indoors. Apart from this being mandated, I also add 
that most of our staff are preferring to wear masks when indoors. While welcomed, the return 
to campus is met with due caution as staff work across shared classrooms with up to 26 
students, and across a range of spaces.  
 
There are still active cases of Covid in the Mountains. We wish to minimise the risk of a case 
in our school community. We know a number of schools across Australia have been closed 
again, soon after reopening this term, and we hope to avoid this as best we can.  
 
We would prefer students to wear masks indoors. We will be respectful of students’ 
decisions and will not be insisting that students to put on masks. Teachers may give students 
reminders at the beginning of a lesson that they are now indoors and to replace masks if they 
have one.  No doubt there will be conversations about this amongst the students, and we will 
be reminding them of our values of inclusion and respect.   
 
In our planning, we have considered many aspects of health and hygiene practices.  
• Many lessons will be held outdoors.  
• Classroom access and movement around the school has been changed to ease 

congestion in corridors and public areas such as the locker room and library.  



 

 

• We have brought our focus to ensuring that air circulation within the classrooms is 
effective. Our classrooms will have windows and doors open for increased air 
circulation. In addition to this there is now an air purifier in each classroom to enhance 
air flow.  

• Wherever possible we will be placing desks indoors at a 1.5m distance.  
• Students will wipe their desks clean at the end of each session in the classroom.  
• We have an extra cleaner, wiping surfaces through-out each school day. 

 
We will continue to promote good hand hygiene, coughing or sneezing into shoulders and an 
awareness of personal space. We know that the students will be keen to mingle and enjoy 
each other’s company.  
 
Should we have a case of COVID within our community, our response will be guided by The 
Department of Health and the Association of Independent Schools (AIS) COVID Team. The 
school will only be required to take action if the person was deemed to be infectious at the 
time when they had been at school. All other matters are a private health matter, and the 
person will be supported by NSW Health. 
 
Parents and staff will be notified formally in writing if they or their child has been in contact 
with someone who has tested positive to COVID-19 while at school. Staff and students who 
are identified as a close contacts will be required to get tested and self-isolate, regardless of 
whether they have symptoms, or vaccination status. 
 
Parents/carers and staff will be notified when a decision is made to cease school operations 
to enable the contact tracing process to take place and/or have the school site thoroughly 
cleaned. Information about the operational status of the school will be shared using the 
school website, SkoolBag and email notifications. 
 
Where students or staff were required to stay home, we would switch across to remote 
learning for that cohort. 
 
Cold or flu like symptoms 
As was the case earlier in the year, students who are unwell are required to stay at home.  
If they are experiencing COVID symptoms they will require a COVID test before returning to 
school. The negative results of this will need to be sighted by someone at the school. If 
choosing not to have a COVID test, 10 school days absence is required. The student may then 
return to School when symptom free.  
 
If this is the case, please inform the school so that we may provide school work or remote 
access during this time away. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Absence from School 
Students who need to work from home after Monday 1st November will need to alert the 
school about the reason for their absence. COVID-19 related absences are required to be 
acknowledged and signed-off by Barb or Bec. 
 
Students with ongoing absences, particularly if they are unexplained, may need to be placed 
on an attendance plan to assist their fulltime return to School. 
 
New timetable 
The new High School timetable, starting on Monday 1st November, is attached to this notice. 
Students working from home due to COVID-19 related isolation will be able to access 
classwork and updates via Google Classroom.  
 
Q & A 
Will staff be wearing masks at school? 
Yes, all staff will wear masks indoors, unless removing them temporarily to assist 
communication. 
 
Will staff be wearing masks outdoors? 
Some staff will choose to wear masks outdoors. 
 
Do students have to wear masks? 
We would prefer students to wear masks. 
 
Will students be asked to wear masks? 
Teachers will not be asking students to put masks on at school. 
 
Will mask wearing be discussed at school? 
There will be some reference to masks and we anticipate student discussion about masks. 
Teachers may remind students at the beginning of a class that they are now indoors if they 
wish to replace their mask. 
 
Can students physically distance in classrooms? 
We will position desks as far apart as possible in the classrooms. Some consideration of 
classroom size and class numbers has been factored into the timetable. 
 
How will we know if there has been a case of COVID-19 at school? 
Parents and staff will be notified formally in writing if they or their child has been in contact 
with someone who has tested positive to COVID-19 while at school. 
 
Will everyone need to self-isolate if there is a case of COVID-19 at school? 
Staff and students who are identified as a close contacts are required to get tested and self-
isolate, regardless of whether they have symptoms. We will assist the external advisers from 
AIS and Dept of Health in conducting contact tracing. 



 

 

What if a family member or friend of a student or staff has tested positive for COVID-19? 
The school will only be required to take action if the person was deemed to be infectious at 
the time when they had been at school. 
 
When will the school have to close and return to remote learning? 
A decision may be made to cease school operations to enable the contact tracing process to 
take place and/or have the school site thoroughly cleaned. In some instances, teachers may 
have been close contacts and be required to stay home for 2 weeks. In this case, we will 
negotiate a replacement teacher or run classes remotely on campus. 
 
How will I find out? 
Information about the operational status of the school will be shared using the school 
website, SkoolBag notifications and email. 
 
Will HS classes run online? 
Not as we have had. Classes will run at School. If you know your child will be away and is not 
sick, then please contact us. When students are sick there is no expectation that they 
undertake school work. If a student has needed to go into isolation and is not sick,  for 
example, a student has been told to isolate by the Department of health or advisers, 
then they will log into the class being run on campus. We emphasise that this will not be the 
same as being physically present, but they will be able to track alongside the class.  
 
Classes will run online if we are closed for a length of time, and access to HS classes will be 
available remotely if students have been told to isolate by the Department of health or 
advisers. 
 
May we stay safe and healthy as we enjoy each other’s company back here at Korowal. 
 
Barb and Bec 
 
 
 
 


