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Remote Schooling Handbook 
“Korowal School is vibrant and current - we respond to the changing needs of our society. 

Our core philosophy places the child at the centre of the school.” 

Korowal School Strategic Plan 2018 - 2022 

 
Our School name, “Korowal”, is an Aboriginal word meaning ‘to stand alone’, or ‘the strong one’.  
As we have experienced in responding to the pandemic, this appears to be a great strength. We 
are not part of a bigger schooling system. We stand alone. 
 
It was with great speed and adaptability that our school moved to provide education for students 
at home due to the impacts of the pandemic. In reflecting upon our implementation of the first 
iteration of Remote Schooling, we have been able to slow our pace and sharpen our focus to 
orchestrate a plan that balances wellbeing, connection and inspiring learning. 

 
Under conditions such as those imposed on us by COVID-19 we highlight the need for flexibly, 
knowing that we could be directed into full campus closure and/or partial attendance on campus 
at any time. We cautiously respond according to what is best for our community of students, staff, 
parents, as well as our capacity and resources. We assess the risk and plan for the weeks ahead, 
rather than the months. 
 
We therefore appreciate your understanding of the need communicate explicit details to you 
through this ‘Handbook for Remote Schooling’.  Accompanying it you will receive specific details 
as to how the term ahead will flow, the work plans and communication strategies in place. 
 
May we stay positive under these unusual circumstances. As a School we are agile and adaptable 
within rapidly changing circumstances. We are consciously enabling skills that foster and enhance 
resilience and strength. We will come through this even stronger than we were at the start. 
Together we are ‘Korowal’. 
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STATUS OF EDUCATION DELIVERY- the nomenclature 
As described in the table below, Korowal will be operating “Remote Schooling” at the beginning 
of the term. This table may assist you in understanding the terminology is used at this time.  
 

STATUS 

DELIVERY of SCHOOLING CAMPUS OPEN 

Children of 
Essential Service 

Workers 

All other 
Children 

Children of 
Essential Service 

Workers 
All other Children 

Operating as usual On-campus On-campus Yes Yes 

Remote Schooling Remote Remote Yes No 

Mandated COVID-19 
Cleaning Closure Remote Remote No No 

Mandated Partial 
Campus Closure Remote Remote Yes No 

Mandated Full 
Campus Closure Remote Remote No No 

 
 
REMOTE SCHOOLING 
All students will undertake remote learning and the school campus is open to the children of 
essential workers. All other students will undertake remote schooling at home. The students on 
campus will be supervised in mixed-aged, Primary and High School groups. They will be 
encouraged and supported to continue their remote schooling program but may not be with their 
subject or class teachers. We require prior notice of a child’s attendance at school through a weekly 
survey sent out each Friday and returned by midday on a Sunday. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Teachers will mark the roll at the beginning of the day, during Morning Meeting, and at the 
beginning of each timetabled online lesson. In the event that a student is unwell, attending a 
medical appointment or for other reasons not participating in online schooling, parents will be 
required to email info@korowal.nsw.edu.au providing specific details including the date and 
reason for non-participation. 
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HEALTH PRACTICES ON CAMPUS 
Students attending the school campus will be required to say goodbye to parents at the turning 
circle. There will be a staff member present to greet your child and direct them to the learning 
space. If arriving after 9:30am, please call the office and wait for someone to collect your child. 
All attending students will have their temperature taken on arrival. Children with cold or flu 
symptoms, and/or an increased temperature (of 38°C or above), will need to be collected to go 
home. To avoid disappointment and the need for your child to return home, please do a 
temperature check of your child before you leave home  
 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
During time at school, all students and teachers will be practicing physical distancing and 
increased hygiene measures such as hand sanitizing or hand washing before entering any room. 
Students will sit at designated desks situated at appropriate distances from each other. The school 
is prepared with visual reminders and physical distancing prompts. 

 
THEORY OF CARE 
At Korowal we value the uniqueness, complexity and humanity of each individual as part of the 
whole. 

 
Maslow’s hierachy of needs is a motivational theory 
in psychology comprising a five-tier model of 
human needs, often depicted as hierachical levels 
within pyramid. Needs lower down in the hierachy 
must be satisfied before individuals can attend to 
needs higher up. From the bottom of the hierachy 
upwards, the needs are: physiological, safety, love 
and belonging, esteem, and self-actualisation. 

 
 
Maslow’s theory explains our need for Morning Meeting and Afternoon Check-in. For distance 
learning to be successful, or even relevant to the child, the basic needs of the child must be met. 
Together with families, the school is part of our students’ system for fulfilling their basic and 
psychological needs. Touching base each morning and afternoon creates a stable routine and 
allows students to connect with each other under the guidance of a caring teacher. Morning 
Meeting is the perfect time to assess our students’ wellbeing and instigate necessary interventions 
and support. 

 
McLeod, S. (2020). Maslow’s Hierachy of Needs. Retrieved from: 
https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html 
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MORNING MEETING and AFTERNOON CHECK-IN 
We value the significance of belonging. 

 
All students will be asked to log in to a Morning Circle or Morning Meeting each day, led by their 
Class teacher or Year Coordinator via Google Meet. Class rolls will be marked at this time. 
 

YEAR GROUP MORNING MEETING AFTERNOON CHECK-IN 

Years 7 to Year 10 9:15am 3:00pm 

Kindy 9:30am 2:30pm 

Year 1 10:00 am 2:30pm 

Year 2 11:00 am 2:30pm 

Year 3 10:30 am 2:30pm 

Year 4 10:30 am 2:30pm 

Year 5 9:30 am 2:30pm 

Year 6 10:00 am 2:30pm 
 

 
WELLBEING 
Children thrive when they can strike a balance between on-screen and off-screen time, focused 
work time and down time. Connections with the community remain important and we hope that 
you can find creative ways to stay connected with friends and classmates. Some students writing 
letters, sending postcards, share stories about how it is being at home, share images of pets, play 
music together and just connect to have a chat. 

 
There is a Korowal School Facebook page, and a new Korowal Community Facebook page to 
offer support, help and connection. If you have any concerns, please reach out to the school 
through your child’s class teacher, Mentor or Year Coordinator. 

 
ORACY 
The Korowal Oracy program will be experienced by students through shared games and activities 
in Morning Meetings, to encourage connection and oracy skill building. Oracy skills will also be 
integrated into class work and presentations throughout the year groups.
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INSPIRING LEARNING 
We value a love of learning as a lifetime pursuit towards knowledge and understanding. 

 
Distance learning requires a new way of teaching and learning. Techniques used in face-to-face 
teaching do not easily transfer to the online environment. Our goal is to make it SUSTAINABLE 
for all. Teachers are: 

❑ Focussing on essential key skills. 

❑ Planning to deliver less, and support more. 

❑ Creating projects/tasks that are asynchronous (independent from other students). 

❑ Creating time for students to work at their individual pace. 
 
TIMETABLES 
We have created timetables to provide structure and accountability, connection and feedback, 
while opening more time for students to work at their individual pace within their unique home 
environments. 

 
In high school, each timetabled lesson will begin with a Google Meet, teacher directed time 
allowing time for students to work with teacher support. There is also timetabled space for student 
directed learning (marked as SDL) to use on projects, tasks, family time and physical activity. 
Teachers will provide guidelines, templates or checklists for student self-regulation. To-do lists 
and/or outcome lists make planning easier for students (and for parents who will assist them). 

 
RESOURCES 
Primary School packs will be home-delivered in the last few days of holidays. High School 
students have some textbooks to be delivered, and individual teachers are delivering some 
resources. 

 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM is our main online learning platform. 
Teachers have created a learning program for each subject, providing resources, assessment 
tasks, and feedback. 

 
● Each subject has a separate Google Classroom with its own unique 

code, included below. 
● High School and Year 5 & 6 students need to login in to their Google 

Classrooms, using their school email account. 
● Kindergarten to Year 4 students need their parents to access their 

Google Classroom, using the school email address provided. 
 
Please contact the class teacher if you or your child has any questions or concerns about using 
Google Classroom. 
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
We value our commitment to respectful relationships. 

 
The Korowal Code of Conduct for students, staff and parents is applicable in a remote learning 
environment. Students attending Google Meet classes are required to be in a communal area and 
dressed in day clothes. Regular courtesies and respect are to be observed. The School’s 
Disciplinary policy and procedures will be applied if required, such as the removal of a student 
from class if their online behaviour is disruptive, inappropriate or disrespectful. 
Selected Policies and Procedures as well as Codes of Conduct are available through our Korowal 
website. 

 
LEARNING SUPPORT 
Meaghan Blattman continues to work directly with small targeted groups and in supporting 
teachers to support the learning of all students in Primary School in her role as our Learning 
Support teacher. 
 
Lisa Taylor will lead the student support Hub Sessions with Helen for our high school students. 
This will be a remote access facility for all. 

 
ONLINE CHOIR 
Amelia Nell of Vocalocity has set up an online choir for Korowal high school students called ‘From 
a Distance’. Students who were in the Choir Co-curricular have begun their sessions through links 
and a login. Further high school students can join this for Term 2. Kim will be the contact teacher 
at School if you want to participate, so email Kim a request to join at kpoole@korowal.nsw.edu.au 

 
We are looking to expand this to include a primary choir, so stay tuned for further information at 
the start of term. 

  



7 

 

 

 
GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS 
In establishing remote schooling procedures, we need to create a safe work environment. We are 
sharing these tips on how you can support your children during online learning. We acknowledge 
that many of us are working from home whilst our children are working from home, and these 
suggestions may offer some guidance. 

 
From a safety and child protection perspective we recommend the following: 

 
WORK SPACE 
We recommend that homes are set up with a work area for school work, i.e. the kitchen or dining 
room table, or a corner desk, for supervision of work. 

 
SUPERVISION 
Direct and indirect supervision of children’s online engagement will keep you informed about their 
activities. Consider using filters to help manage your child’s online access. We recommend that 
you teach your child how to manage any material or communication that worries or concerns 
them, including telling an adult immediately, plus how to close a web page or turn off a screen. 

 
● Report any concerns to the school. Students have been requested to screen shot any 

concerning chat that occurs during school hours or that comes from a student, and send 
a copy to their subject or class teacher. If it is of a serious nature and involves child 
protection matters please take this directly to the Principal at: 
bfitzgerald@korowal.nsw.edu.au 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Please monitor communications from teachers, and the School. In this ever-changing situation 
we want to keep you up to date, and connected to your child’s learning. 

 
HEALTH AND EXERCISE 
Children are assisted in managing stress through balancing activities where possible. To this end 
we recommend monitoring screen time- 25mins on, 5 mins off (plus stretching/exercise) and 
encouraging physical activity or exercise. These strategies continue to be very important for all of 
us as we need to self-distance. Remember that you are able to be in the backyard, or any 
bushland area for fresh air and exercise. Kizz has programs that she continues to develop for our 
students. 
 
We will update this handbook as we reflect, review and refine our strategies for Remote Schooling. 
We always appreciate your feedback.  


