
 

 

 
Wednesday 20th October, 2021 

 
Dear Primary School Families, 
  
It is so exciting to think that we will soon be hearing the sounds of the children and teachers 
learning and playing at Korowal after such a long period of lockdown. As we move towards 
returning to onsite attendance there is some important information to share with you. It feels 
like a lot to take in, so please take the time to read through this notice as it will help you and 
your children be prepared for the next phase.  
 
Important Dates 
Thursday 21st October- Kindergarten and Year 1 return. 
Monday 25th October- Year 2 returns 
Wednesday 27th October- Years 5 and 6 return 
Thursday 28th October- Years 3 and 4 return 
 
Attendance  
An attendance survey will be sent at the end of this week for next week, Week 4. It only takes a 
minute or two to complete and significantly helps in our planning.  
 
If your child is unwell, do not send them to school. If they have any cold, flu or COVID 
symptoms, we request a negative COVID test is shared with the teacher 
or info@korowal.nsw.edu.au. If they are absent for more than two days, they require a 
medical certificate.  
 
What Will School Be Like When the Children Return? 
The remaining weeks of the 2021 school year will be spent gently settling the children into the 
routines of school, remembering our group identity in the "real world" rather than online, 
exploring our grounds and gardens in outdoor, nature-based Focus Studies and allowing space 
for each student to feel comfortable and supported as they make the adjustment from 
lockdown to full time schooling. Kizz and Sarah Farrel-Whelan will lead a special workshop for 
each grade in their first days back to acknowledge our experiences while apart and to welcome 
the children back to school.  
 
After we have settled, teachers will spend some time working with the children to assess their 
individual learning, as we do at the end of each year, through individual and some group 
activities. Creating a sense of rhythm to the day will be a key step in ensuring the children 
settle happily to the remainder of the school year. We will go gently and slowly. Our breaks will 
remain as before with sip and crunch, Morning Tea and Lunch, please also pack a water 
bottle. 
 
We will work outside when we can. Movement will be an important part of the day. Please 
ensure your child has clothes for all weather, including rain gear, sunscreen, wide brimmed 
hat, sturdy covered-toed shoes and clothes that provide protection from the sun.  
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You can supply a labelled tube of your favoured sunscreen for your child to keep in their 
classroom to apply at the beginning of recess- a 4 hour lasting cream will last until the end of 
lunchtime. Teachers will provide regular reminders about sun protection, but please help your 
child to learn to apply their own sunscreen.  
 
A Social Story about returning to school is being shared by class teachers this week, it will be 
emailed to you. Please take time to read through this with your child, making adjustments to fit 
your experiences and story about the return to regular onsite schooling. If you have concerns, 
you can make contact with your child's class teacher and we can provide additional wellbeing 
support. 
 
Additional COVID Safety Measures 
Teachers will be wearing masks and/or face shields in indoor settings. We understand some 
children will be choosing to wear masks but that decision remains a family decision. Singing can 
occur outside but not indoors- indoor Morning Circles will include poetry and humming instead 
of singing. Regular and thorough hand washing will be supported by reminders and visual 
instructions. 
 
Each classroom now has an air purifier and we will have windows and doors open for increased 
ventilation when working inside.  
 
Years 3-6 will now be entering their classrooms from their external verandahs and have new 
bag storage within their classrooms, to avoid crowding in the hallway.  
 
K,1,2 will eat in the courtyard at break times, and Year 3-6 will eat on the playground, to again 
avoid crowding. 
 
Transport, Drop-off and Pick-up Arrangements 
Buses will be running again, any children not already booked on the bus will need to request to 
be placed on the waiting list, info@korowal.nsw.edu.au. 
 
Morning supervision is provided for students from 8.15am in the hall.  
 
Parents and carers are currently not able to come onto school grounds apart from pick-up 
and drop-off at the turning circle. We ask that you stay in your car and we will assist with 
getting your children to and from your car. Teachers will be waiting at the turning circle from 
9am-9.25am for a 9.30am start to Morning Circle. Teachers will supervise students ready to be 
collected from the turning circle in the afternoon between 3.15pm-3.35pm. You will notice that 
we will be using the lower part of the turning circle, past the ramp for drop off and pick-up. 
 
If you arrive late or need to collect your child early, please stay in your car and call the office. 
We will bring your child to the turning circle.  
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Learning Support 
One of the benefits of remote learning has been the ability to extend our learning support 
programs with students individually and in groups. As we move back to onsite learning we will 
go back to our previous model which sees students assisted within the classroom by the 
teachers and aides, with some students working individually or in groups with a learning 
support staff member.  
 
There are changes to the learning support timetable: 
-From Week 4 (Monday 25th Oct) we have a new learning support timetable, previous meeting 
times are no longer available. 
-Teacher's Aides will be primarily working within classrooms to support student learning. 
-The Multilit program will continue onsite, online arrangements will be notified individually. 
-Rose and Jess will be working with small learning support groups across the school. 
 
Returning School Work 
Please bring in any completed, or partially completed school work, labelled with your child's 
name. Class teachers are very keen to see how the children went and where they can provide 
support and extension. We ask that you also return any school equipment that was delivered 
during remote learning. 
 
Toys and games 
Please leave toys and games at home as they can cause distractions and social disharmony, this 
includes fidget and sensory toys, unless recommended by a therapist. However, we understand 
that coming back to school could be a difficult time after lockdown and that a special toy can 
provide much needed transitional support, and so we suggest for this exceptional time that if 
your child needs to, a special toy stays in the child's school bag and you let the teacher know. 
Please don't bring anything irreplaceable.  
 
Japanese 
Louise will be teaching all Japanese classes Kindergarten to Year 6 for the remainder of the 
year. 
 
Art 
This term Cate will teach Art to Years 1, 3 and 4. Talulah will teach Kindergarten, Years 2, 5 and 
6. 
Year 6 are asked to bring in a white (or pale) cotton t-shirt on their return for us to print their 
Yr 6 t-shirts. We will begin printing in the week starting Monday 1st November. 
 
Welcome 
A big hello and welcome to Yanni (Year 3) and Sacha (Kindy) and their parents, Thea and Ben, 
as they begin their new Korowal adventure. It is lovely to have you join our school! 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Thank-you! 
We can't thank-you enough for all your cooperation, good will, creativity, communication and 
hard work in helping us keep the learning going during lockdown. It has been quite a mountain 
to climb, and simply not possible without us working together.  
 
A huge thank-you to the children, who time and time again have delighted, amazed and 
inspired us with their authenticity, creativity and ability to move through the hard times.  
 
Please reach out if you have any questions or would like to talk further about anything raised in 
this letter. 
 
Warm regards, 
Talulah Vane 
Primary School Coordinator 
tvane@korowal.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

mailto:tvane@korowal.nsw.edu.au

