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Please take the time to read this document. In it you will find important information regarding
dates, the role that you have as parents and members of the school community, some of our
school policies and administrative details. Whilst we try very hard to adhere to published dates,
sometimes changes are necessary. These changes are usually published on the School’s
NOTICeBOARD and calendar on our website.

EDUCATION AT KOROWAL
Korowal was founded in 1978 with the aim of providing a human-centred learning environment.
Education at Korowal is inspired by the following principles:

Human-centred education
•

The quality of human relationships is the heart of the educational process. Committed,
mutually respectful relationships between students, teachers and parents/carers are the most
important factor in educational happiness and success.

•

The whole human being is educated in a balanced and integrated way: intellectually,
creatively, socially, physically, emotionally, ethically and spiritually.

•

The aim of education is to develop full human potential.

•

The values of compassion, acceptance, equity, respect, empathy, commitment, resilience,
and critical thinking are consciously fostered.

Human scale education
•

A small school is a school on a human scale. In a small school, students, teachers and parents/
carers can be known, understood and valued as individuals. The special needs and talents of
every individual can be accommodated in the learning process.

•

Korowal’s small size and integrated structure enables it to function as a community in which
teachers, parents/carers and students of all ages know, understand and care about each
other. A supportive community is the best environment for educational success and social
development.

•

A school on a human scale balances individual with community.

Sustainable education
•

Korowal aims for social, environmental and educational sustainability.

•

Educational sustainability promotes a lifelong love of learning and encourages the idea of
learning as a process, not a product.

•

A small community with human-centred values is socially sustainable.

•

Korowal is continually assessing and developing environmentally sustainable practices.

•

Peace, conciliation and love of the whole earth are actively encouraged.

Quality
•

Korowal values quality in every aspect of the learning and teaching process - in the classroom,
in the physical environment, and in the relationships between all members of the school
community.

•

Students are encouraged to take time: time to learn, time to appreciate quality, time to be
children. In this environment, every student is capable of producing quality work.

Integration
•

In a world where children’s experience is increasingly fragmented, Korowal aims to provide an
integrated and holistic educational experience from kindergarten to the HSC.

•

Our curriculum is thematic and interdisciplinary.

•

Creative work is integrated with academic work.

•

Multiple-aged learning groups transcend the rigid social and educational separation of
students into single ages.

•

Relationships between students and their teachers continue for several years.

Independence
•

Korowal is not formally connected with, or supported by, any religion, educational movement
or larger governing body.

Democratic governance
•

Korowal is democratically governed by an elected board of equal numbers of teachers and
parents/carers who aim for and achieve consensus.

Access and equity
•

Korowal aims to keep its fees as low as possible, offers scholarships and provides significant
discounts for the third and subsequent children in a family.

•

Korowal actively supports the integration of students with special needs and believes that their
inclusion enriches the whole school community.

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE
Korowal is governed by a single school Board, the Korowal School Board (KSB), made up of equal
numbers of teachers and parents/carers. This allows for the consensual and efficient operation of
the School, both administratively and educationally and encourages a constructive partnership
between parents/carers and teachers.
The daily running of the School is in the hands of the School Principal and the Executive. The Principal
is the School’s Chief Executive Officer and reports to the Board. Our current Principal is Barb
Fitzgerald, a long-time teacher at the School.
The Executive consists of the Principal, Barb Fitzgerald, the Deputy Principal / High School Co-ordinator,
Alistair Symons, the Primary School Co-ordinator, Bec Finch and the School’s Bursar, Mel Williams.
Members of the Executive can be contacted via the school office on 02 4758 7466 or by email:
Barb

bfitzgerald@korowal.nsw.edu.au

Alistair

asymons@korowal.nsw.edu.au

Bec

bfinch@korowal.nsw.edu.au

Mel

mwilliams@korowal.nsw.edu.au

The chairman of the school Board is Greg Lucas who can be contacted via the School office.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Korowal sees parents/carers as an integral part of their children’s education and encourages them
to become involved in school activities and to attend class meetings and parent interviews.
Parents/carers play a significant role in school governance and in activities like the school fair, fundraising, working bees and in various parent/carer focus groups formed to undertake particular tasks
e.g. KidsMatter, or to cater to particular interests amongst the parents/carers.
Some parents/carers also help in the classroom. This might be with specific creative or career skills,
sharing them with teachers and students where these are relevant to a curriculum theme or topic.
In Primary, parents/carers help children with reading and craft, maths and science groups. Parents/
carers sometimes accompany excursions and camps and are welcome to join in with Morning
Circle.

DRESS CODE
Korowal students do not wear a school uniform. There is, however, an accepted dress code.
Students’ clothing needs to
•

be appropriate to a school setting e.g. not short shorts, not loose singlet style tops, midriff
covered

•

enable freedom of movement

•

provide adequate cover and sun protection

•

include a hat which provides protection for face, ears and neck. Hat wearing when outside is
compulsory for PS students throughout the year when the UV reading is predicted to be above
2. It is compulsory for HS students for all outdoor lessons (eg sport, art, drama). Beanies are
acceptable on very cold days

•

include closed toe shoes throughout the year

•

be labelled with your child’s name.

Students’ clothing must not
•

be ragged, torn or dirty

•

contain sexualised, offensive or negative messages or images (for example images of skulls).
Students wearing such clothing will be directed to turn them inside out.

CANTEEN AND FOOD
Korowal actively promotes the awareness of a healthy balanced diet. The canteen sells a variety
of homemade and other nutritious foods and drinks at reasonable prices. K-6 children must give
their lunch orders to the class teacher at the beginning of the day. High School students must give
their orders to the canteen by 10 am. The canteen operates Tuesday-Thursdays.

Students are discouraged from bringing packaged foods eg crisps, muesli bars, poppers as these
wrappers are major contributors to litter. Raising children’s consciousness regarding environmental
responsibility and the impact of litter is part of Korowal’s curriculum.
Students are not permitted to bring lollies, soft drink, gum or chocolates to school and such items will
be taken for return at the end of the day. Parents/carers of children who regularly bring such items
to school will be informed of school policy. Glass containers are a safety hazard and are to be
avoided.
Please label your child’s lunch box.

TRANSPORT
Please note that Parent/Carers must apply for student train and bus opal passes through Transport for
NSW www.transportnsw.info/school-students.
Primary School students travelling east by train from School will be accompanied by a supervisor.
These students must travel in the same carriage as the Korowal Supervisor and are expected to
follow any instructions given by him/her, whose job it is to assist with their safety. PS children living to
the west of the school may travel on the Korowal bus to and from Katoomba. There is no train supervision
for these children. Details of the Korowal bus times and stops are available on the NOTICeBOARD on the
School’s website. PS students may also travel on the public buses from Redgum Avenue. Please note that
the Korowal bus is not available for High School students unless a direct request has been made in
writing. HS students are expected to use trains or public buses to and from school. Details are on the
NOTICeBOARD,
Please contact Blue Mountains Bus Company and Sydney Rail for relevant timetables.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AND FACILITIES
Korowal is set on an inspiring seven hectare site in Hazelbrook. The site faces north-east and has
expansive views. There is a complex of buildings with wide covered balconies arranged around
three courtyards, with further buildings at the rear connected via a covered way. The original
buildings were designed in 1908 for use as a sanitorium and are heritage listed. Since 2007 we have
renovated the buildings and added several new facilities.

Grounds
The school grounds consist of grassy playgrounds, formal gardens, vegetable gardens and bush land.
We have a small oval and a multipurpose ball court.

Classrooms
Our classrooms are light, stimulating, comfortable spaces that inspire learning.

Specialist Facilities
We offer well-equipped specialist spaces for art, music, drama and computing. We have two
modern science laboratories and a well-equipped library. We also have dedicated counselling and
support spaces. Our hall was built in 2011, and is used for drama, indoor sport, gymnastics, dance,
performances and assemblies.

Computer Facilities
Our Learning Resource Centre adjoins our Library and has multiple computers, including laptops, all
connected to the Internet. Students have computer access in all subjects in the High School and
are also given the guidance necessary to learn and work with digital media successfully and
responsibly. Every user has an email account and a calendar and can remotely access their files
from home. Our approach to learning with technology is explained more fully on our website at:
http://www.korowal.nsw.edu.au/Principlespractice/Technologyandlearning

Library
Our well-stocked Library is a shared Primary and secondary learning facility that caters to individual
and group needs. It is a relaxed, welcoming space that offers a wide variety of resources. Any
computer on the School’s network can access the Library catalogue to search for resources, make
reservations and check borrowing records.

CURRICULUM
In the 21st century, schools need to provide students with both the academic skills and the personal
strength to deal with a demanding and unknown future. More than ever before, we will need to be
independent, adaptable and creative in our thinking. At Korowal we aim to give young people the
time and care necessary to develop themselves and their abilities so that they are prepared for an
exciting and complex world. By emphasising the social relationships at the core of education,
Korowal aims to bring these different needs together, giving students a confident sense of
themselves and strengthening their ability to work with and learn from others.
Our curriculum which is based on the mandatory requirements of the Board of Studies, Teaching
and Educational Studies has been carefully designed to be sensitive to the needs of individual
children and to enhance cognitive ability, critical thinking, creativity and an interdisciplinary
perspective.
At Korowal we believe that all students are capable of recognising quality and producing quality
work. We encourage students to take pride in their work and in the sense of personal achievement
that arises from it. To this end, we ensure that the School provides quality materials for all academic
and creative work and play. Kindergarten children, for example, draw with beeswax crayons on art
paper so that their drawings will last for many years. Toys and dress-ups are carefully chosen and
maintained. Students – and teachers - are expected to take time to plan, think through and
complete their work. Our thematic curriculum maximises children’s intrinsic interest in learning and
supports them to develop an extended concentration span. In all of these ways, we aim to provide
the opportunity for every child at Korowal to take pride in work well done.

Primary School
In the Primary School, our integrated approach to curriculum aims to enrich children’s relationships
with their world, to encourage them to make original connections, to develop their powers of
concentration and to trust their intuition.
Korowal takes time to lay the foundation upon which to teach skills such as reading. At Korowal, each
child is allowed time to develop the essential pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills that will underlie their
future learning. By placing equal emphasis on the skills of listening, concentrating, manual dexterity and
visual recognition, Korowal supports children to become effective and motivated learners.

Our curriculum is organised around the concept of the Focus Study, when children are immersed
for an extended period in the study of a particular topic. In the Focus Study, a key topic is studied
every day for several weeks. Each Focus Study involves learning across the key learning areas. Much
of the children’s work – including art, literacy, philosophy, science, history and geography – is inspired
by the Focus Study. It allows children to experience different aspects of a subject and shows them
how subjects connect with one another. The Focus Study builds on children’s natural curiosity and
desire to learn. It is an effective way of recognising and enhancing the different learning styles of
our students.

Years 7 – 10
Our curriculum philosophy remains the same in the High School – integrated and intensive study, the
encouragement of independent thought, the production of quality work, the recognition and
development of multiple intelligences which incorporate a range of learning styles.
In Focus Studies in junior High School, students engage for an extended time each day with a single
topic over a period of two weeks. In this way, much of the English, Science and HSIE curricula are
covered in a form that maximises students’ concentration and interest, and minimises interruptions
caused by the changing of rooms and teachers. New and exciting connections and overviews
become possible.
Each Focus Study is taught by a specialist teacher in the relevant subject. Interdisciplinary connections
are explored.
In years 7 – 10 the Science, Human Society in Its Environment and English curricula are covered by a
series of Focus Studies. We provide additional separate English classes to cover the more formal, skillsbased aspects of the curriculum. Mathematics is taught in regular lessons, as are Visual Arts, Music,
Drama, Information Software and Technology, Design and Technology, Japanese, PDHPE and Outdoor
Education.

Pathways: Years 11 and 12
The emphasis on immersion in a subject area in the junior school prepares students for Korowal’s
Pathways approach to the Higher School Certificate. Year 11 and 12 students undertake their HSC
in two stages, completing half of their subjects, and half of their exams, in each year. It is also possible
to study for the HSC part time, over a period of up to five years.
We offer the following subjects:
English - Standard, Advanced, Extensions 1 & 2, and ESL,
Mathematics - General, 2 unit, and Extension 1,
Society and Culture, Studies of Religion,
Ancient History, History Extension 1, Modern History,
Visual Arts, Music, Drama,
Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Business Studies.
Also available to students are Distance Education Courses such as Legal Studies, and Open High School
Courses such as Japanese, French, Spanish, as well as VET courses at TAFE.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
At the heart of Korowal’s teaching is the belief that the quality of education depends fundamentally
on the quality of the human relationships between students, teachers and parents/carers.
Numbers in each class are limited so that supportive relationships can develop amongst students,
encouraging a sense of belonging. Primary teachers stay with their class groups over a number of
years enabling them to understand each child’s needs and talents. Each High School class group
has two Year Co-ordinators, one male and one female, who stay with the group from Years 7 – 10.
Students in Years 11 and 12 form small support groups which meet weekly with a teacher as mentor.
In this system, parents/carers are able to develop relationships with their child’s teachers,
encouraging ease of consultation and enabling them to work together for the child.
Small classes make Korowal a small school. This means teachers know all of the students and allows
students to work together and make friends across a wide age range. This helps to develop
communication and confidence in younger children, and a sense of care and responsibility in the
older ones. The playground therefore is a positive and enabling environment. Parents/carers get to
know one another and feel that they are part of a community.
Strong relationships benefit children academically and socially. A sense of belonging and
community fosters confident and considerate individuals who are open to difference, secure in their
own individuality, and appreciated for the contribution they make to the group. This sense of self
worth also helps to give students purpose in their work in the classroom.
Success in adult life depends not only on knowledge but also on being adaptable and creative,
being able to think originally and contribute to long-term collaborative projects. Korowal aims
to cultivate initiative, confidence and certainty in its students.
In Primary School, the day begins with Morning Circle where students and teachers take time to greet
one another, share news and raise issues relevant to the class group. An important function of Morning
Circle is to begin the new school day with a positive awareness of others in the group, their individuality
and the supportive function of the class group. For young children particularly, rhythm and routine
develop a feeling of security and purpose. A strong sense of mutual support also provides a bulwark
against peer group pressure and bullying. In the High School students and teachers Meet and Greet at
the start of each day to acknowledge each other and reframe goals and intentions for the day.
For many years, Year 11 & 12 students at Korowal have worked together according to the Pathways
structure. Year 8 – 10 students have also worked together in mixed groups in their elective subjects. The
enhancement of learning, both academic and social, that results from working with older students
has been obvious. In 2001, we introduced a multiple age class structure for the Primary School.
In multiple age classes, children’s horizons are expanded by the broader range of work being
done in the classroom and they are able to review and consolidate work with which they are not
as confident.
Emphasis remains on extending each child in a lateral way, rather than accelerating through the
curriculum. A strong social network develops, allowing students the support and excitement of
making friends of different ages. Artificial barriers are broken down both in learning and in human
relationships.

AUTHORITY, DISCIPLINE AND STUDENT WELFARE
The basis for discipline and authority at Korowal is the relationship developed between individual
students and teachers. We spend time and effort establishing clear, consistent and committed
relationships. Within that relationship, mutual trust and respect can develop.
We aim to deal positively with issues that might become “discipline problems”. Because of the
relationships established with teachers, children feel that their needs are understood and come to learn
what is expected of them: to show self control, respect and acceptance for others. Clear rhythms and
routines are established early to give children a sense of order, security and belonging.
Teachers are referred to by their first names to encourage mutual trust and respect within the
teacher- student relationship. Our teachers are encouraged to demonstrate a quiet, consistent
authority.
Korowal’s school rules are: look after (respect) yourself; look after (respect) each other; look after
(respect) your own property; look after (respect) each other’s property; look after (respect) the
environment. Above all, be kind.
Care is taken to settle new children, helping them to feel that they belong in the school. As in a
family, they must learn to bond with others, adhere to basic rules and learn to negotiate their way
through difficulties.
Children are encouraged to respect other students’ work and talents. They are also taught to take
time and care with their work and to finish tasks properly. This encourages both self-discipline and a
commitment to academic excellence and quality for its own sake. In younger years, Korowal uses
supervised play to develop children’s ability to share tasks, space and equipment. This helps
to develop behavioural and ethical standards for peer interaction.
The High level of commitment amongst Korowal teachers means that they have the respect and
authority to deal calmly but firmly with discipline problems that arise. Students usually respond to
discussing inappropriate behaviour with the teacher and other children concerned. The child is
helped to recognise the point at which s/he could have acted differently, leading to a more positive
outcome. Where a child continues to have difficulties, parents/carers are contacted to work with
the teacher and child. In most cases this is a successful approach. Children are reassured to know
that parents/carers and teachers are concerned for their welfare and prepared to work together.
When necessary, our School Counsellor may become involved with individual or group problems.
The school Welfare Policy includes a rights and responsibilities statement that was developed several
years ago by students from Years 5, 6, 7 and 8 together with teachers.
Children, parents/carers and teachers at Korowal can feel confident that discipline is considered
as part of personal development education, not merely as a way of ensuring the smooth running of
an organisation. Our teachers aim to establish a caring and consistent authority. This encourages
children to develop self-discipline and responsibility that they see modelled in the teachers’ behaviour.
Our aim is for students to realise that freedom is grounded in responsibility.

CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS
Korowal has a well-deserved reputation for excellence in the creative and performing arts. Over the
years we have achieved remarkable success in inter-school competitions and exhibitions. Many of
our graduate’s work in the arts and media.
There are several reasons for our success in these areas:
•

We attract inspirational teachers and talented students who are drawn to Korowal because
we take the creative arts seriously and provide an environment conducive to creative work.

•

Creative work is integrated into our everyday curriculum, from kindergarten onwards. This
enables us to develop the creative potential of every student. Throughout the school, learning
is brought to life by dramatisations, art and music.

•

The success of integrating creative work into the everyday curriculum is reflected in the
consistent quality of our students’ artwork, creative writing, music and performance, and in the
confidence with which they display and perform their work.

We value the creative arts because there is a well-documented link between the development of
creativity and the development of other academic abilities and critical thought. The linking of
creative and academic intelligence will be more important in the 21st century than ever before,
due to the dynamic nature of work.
We also believe that creativity is valuable for its own sake. It is at the heart of what makes us human how we express ourselves; and how we find fulfilment.
The Korowal Studios
The Korowal Studios offer extra-curricular tuition to our students and to other families both within and
out of school hours. The Studios employ a team of experienced and talented artists who currently
offer classes in Indian dance, drama, singing, drumming, saxophone, clarinet, harp, piano,
musicianship, guitar, bass, mandolin, lyre and yoga.
There is a separate page of information about the Korowal Studios in this prospectus.

LEARNING WITH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Computer technology and the Internet have not only changed our culture, leisure, and work, but
have also had a profound impact on learning.
The role of the school and the teacher is changing from communicating information and skills to
empowering the students themselves to find and process information. The process of finding and
creating information from data, arriving at a meaningful outcome, and evaluating this outcome, is
becoming increasingly central in learning for the future. We therefore endeavour to educate our
students to be able to take advantage of this freedom and wealth of information in a responsible
and fruitful way.
At Korowal School, students have computer access in all subjects in the High School and are also
given the guidance necessary to learn and work with digital media successfully.
Our Library and Learning Resource Centre have over 14,000 books and many Apple desktops and
Macbooks. All computers are connected to the Internet. Most classrooms have Wi-Fi access.
Students in the Primary School have access to computers from Year 3 to 6, mainly for word processing
and developing research skills.
We believe that there is only a limited role for computers in our classrooms at an earlier age, as the

abstraction inherent in working with computers does not support the strong foundation-building
which we try to achieve at this stage, through the use of imaginative play, concrete materials and
creative activities.
The introduction of computers into the upper Primary classrooms at Korowal coincides with the need
to manage increasing quantities of information as students move into High School.
In a human centred school, technology needs to be integrated as a human activity. Information
technology should be accessible and user friendly, so that people can become empowered and
confident users. It is important that subject curricula reflect this approach, so students can become
independent masters of this technology, rather than passive victims. In our teaching and curriculum
design we maintain an age-appropriate balance between process and content, so that students
can critically evaluate the extraordinary quantities of information available via computers. The
future holds changes beyond our current imagination, and only students with the confidence arising
from meaningful application of IT will be able to take a proactive part in the future of broadband,
multi media and virtual reality, and have the ability to adjust to a constantly changing world.
There is also a moral dimension to using IT. Computers are increasingly powerful tools in the hands of
individuals, and they can be used constructively or destructively. As a school, we have developed a
culture of trust and sharing. Our students appreciate computers, Internet and other devices as tools that
help them to work together more productively and creatively and to produce quality work.
At Korowal School, we aim to prepare our students to be able to use IT confidently, competently,
ethically and creatively, with care and respect.

SPORT, PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND OUTDOOR
EDUCATION
Physical Education, Sport and Outdoor Education are integral aspects of our Primary and High
School curricula. Through these programs our students experience a rich variety of sports, games and
physical challenges.
Our large school grounds allow for expansive and natural physical activity at recess and lunch times.
We have a multi purpose ball court and a small oval.
Our sport and PE program offers a range of sport and physical activities each term – hockey,
basketball, soccer, athletics, dance, lawn bowls, gymnastics, aerobics - to name just a few.
Every day for 15 minutes, the Primary School students and teachers participate in the “Huff and Puff’
program, as part of our participation in the “Live Life Well” program. The goal here is to undertake
energetic exercise on a regular basis.
Many of our students play soccer, cricket, basketball and other sports with their local clubs. When
offered the opportunity to do so, we participate in local inter-school gala days for sports such as
Futsal, basketball and AFL.
Secondary students take part in an outdoor education program where they experience
bushwalking, camping, abseiling, rock climbing, canoeing and cycling in bush and wilderness
locations. These experiences not only enhance physical fitness and resilience but also create strong
bonds amongst the students and between students and teachers.
From year three onwards, each class goes away on a camp once each year with their teachers.
Throughout the year teachers and students go bushwalking in the World Heritage Blue Mountains
National Park, which is at our doorstep.

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Primary School Teachers
The class teacher
Our aim is to provide stable, trusting and respectful relationships between teachers, children and
parents/ carers, which last for several years. This allows for the development of relationships in which
teachers understand each child’s particular needs, potential and individuality, and children
understand their teachers’ expectations and routines.
Our multiple-age class groups and their teaching teams develop a sense of meaningful community.
Teachers constantly interact with each other. Children have nurturing relationships with several
teachers. It also allows students to benefit from the expertise of a variety of teachers.
We find that when teachers have long-term commitments to their students, they go to great lengths
to understand and value all children equally, and to find ways of developing a mutually rewarding
relationship with each child. In the family, we love our children equally, even though each child is
different and some are more challenging than others. At Korowal, we aim to provide in the school
environment this sense of family security and acceptance.
Specialist teachers
In the Primary School children have specialist teachers in art, Japanese and library. We employ two
student support teachers, one for one day a week and one for two days per week. Our school
counsellor works one day a week in Primary as a student support teacher and two days a week
from K - 12 specialising in her counselling work.
Communication with parents/carers
Each class has its own parent-teacher meeting at the beginning of the school year, when the Year
Co-Ordinators outline the goals for the year. Parents/carers are strongly encouraged to attend.
These meetings play an important role in building relationships between teachers and
parents/carers and amongst parents and carers.
Towards the end of Term 2, teachers meet with each child’s parents/carers to discuss the child’s
progress. We supply written reports at the end of the school year. Parents/carers and teachers may
contact each other at any time throughout the school year if any matter of concern arises.
Year Co-Ordinators publish letters and other information regularly throughout the term on the School
NOTICeBOARD, which is located on the School website. Email is our preferred mode of
communication.

Multiple Age Classes
Our current structure in the Primary School is as follows:
Kindergarten, class 1, 2, 3, and 4 each have their own class teacher. Class 5 & 6 are one group and
have 2 teachers who team teach across the week. The teachers work closely together.
Specialist teachers for Japanese, art and library assist us in this model. They work with all classes, K-6.
In High School multiple age learning is used for elective subjects in Years 8 – 10 and for Years 11 and 12
via the Pathways system. See the High School section for further details.
Korowal currently employs 3 teachers’ aides who work in classes from kindergarten to High School.

Kindergarten
At Korowal Kindergarten is a foundational year for children beginning their life’s experience of
school. Our goal is that during this year children develop a positive attitude to school and learning.
We have our own “three Rs”: rhythm, routine, and readiness. The rhythm of the day begins with
Morning Circle. The routines of school are firmly established by the class teachers. Both rhythm and
routine are crucial in helping Kindergarten children to settle securely into school. Readiness refers to
the emphasis that we place on pre-literacy and pre-numeracy activities. The children learn how to
play games that will make formal learning easier and free from stress. These games may involve
movement, music or matching pictures, colours or shapes. For the Kindergarten child who can
already read, the games are still enjoyable and develop interpersonal and intrapersonal skills.
Beautiful books are available in the classroom for readers and non-readers to enjoy during free play.
Kindergarten is a time for laying strong foundations for all the essential skills required for formal learning,
for creative work, for a secure relationship with the teachers and other children and for the future
enjoyment of learning. We allow young children at Korowal the time and opportunity to be children, to
be playful and joyful.

Morning Circle
Morning circle is a distinctive feature of Primary education at Korowal. It is essential for establishing strong
and trusting relationships within the group and between teachers and children. It sets the tone for the
classroom and is an effective and lively way of teaching a variety of skills.
At the beginning of each morning, the children enter the classroom and form a circle with the
teachers. We share a song or poem and exchange greetings.
Each class develops its own particular morning-circle routines. The K/1/2 children sing, learn poems,
practise counting, play musical instruments, dance and play games. The 3,4,5,6 children sing, play
musical instruments, learn poems and drama skills, practise maths skills and discuss issues.
In this way, the children learn to:
•

feel secure in the class group

•

memorise, recite and perform

•

develop musical skills

•

share

•

become an equally valued member of the group

•

take turns

•

listen

•

discuss issues relevant to the group

•

accept and appreciate differences

•

respect one another

HIGH SCHOOL
Years 7 – 10
The transition from Primary to High School
This transition is not a frightening one for Korowal students. If they have been students in our Primary
School, they will already have friendships with older students. They will already know most of the High
School teachers and will be familiar with the Focus Study method of the High School curriculum. Students
often begin at Korowal in Year 7 after attending other Primary Schools and they also settle easily without
having to make the transition to a large institution.

A High School on a human scale
Because our school is small, High School students do not become lost in the crowd. Teachers will know
each student’s potential and needs, will watch over their academic and social development, and
will challenge and support them where appropriate. Students feel part of a community – a
community in which their individuality is respected – which is as important for older students as it is for
those in kindergarten.
However, High School is not just a continuation from Primary School. Students enjoy the changes
and challenges provided by specialist teachers, elective subjects and new friends. Our student
numbers are small enough for students to feel that they matter as individuals and are known and
understood by their peers, but large enough to provide a rich variety of social interaction and cocurricular activities.
A school community that is small enough for teachers to encourage and understand every student
is the most conducive environment for study, for academic success and for personal and social
development.
The essential components of our High School
These components are similar to those in our Primary School:
•

strong relationships between teachers, parents/carers and students

•

inspired, committed teachers

•

small class numbers

•

a stimulating curriculum

•

an emphasis on quality in all work

Year Co-Ordinators
Each High School class has a male and a female Year Coordinator who meet with the class for
Morning Meeting and teach one or two specialist subjects to that class. These teachers generally
stay with the same class from Years 7 to 10, providing trust and continuity. This is complemented by
the input from several other specialist teachers.

Elective Subjects
Elective subjects are studied in multiple-age classes comprising students from Years 9 and 10.
Our elective subjects are Drama, Visual Arts, Music, Japanese, Information and Software
Technology and Work Education.

Outdoor Education
Our Outdoor Education Program takes students through a graded range of survival and wilderness
experiences from Years 7 – 10. These experiences provide for personal challenges, group bonding
and environmental awareness. Students also take part in regular PE and sports classes during which
we aim to expose them to a wide range of physical activities, from soccer to belly dancing.

Co-Curricular Activities
One afternoon each week is devoted to co-curricular activities. These can vary from term to term
and include such activities as debating, cooking, community radio, the Shakespeare Festival,
school newspaper, bush regeneration and design and construction.

Personal Development
The quality of relationships with the class teacher and within the class makes Morning Meeting the
ideal forum for implementing the personal development program. Korowal’s program addresses
the expansion of the students’ horizons from the secure family environment to their place in the
world at large.
In Year 7 the focus is on the individual and clearly relates to the issues children have as they establish
themselves in the new context of High School. Friendships, personal health, goal setting and organisation
are some of the themes in Year 7. In Year 8 the focus extends to the class group with an emphasis
on co-operation, leadership, conflict resolution and group projects. In Year 9 students are asked to
consider themselves as responsible members of the school community and become involved in the
organization of fundraising, sporting, or cultural events. In Year 10 the wider community is included with
Work Experience, Community Service and wider moral issues. In addition, we run special ageappropriate workshops in areas such as alcohol, drugs, relationships and sexuality.
The challenges offered by Outdoor Education Program reflect those identified in the PD course.
Year Co-Ordinators accompany the class on the annual Outdoor Ed camp which always provides
many opportunities for personal development work.

Mindfulness, Thinking and Philosophy
One hour each week is dedicated to this program with the aim of expanding and improving
students’ creative, critical and analytic processes and more coherent and effective engagement
in all learning areas. The program integrates specific tools and practices including neuroscience,
mindfulness, thinking skills and philosophical inquiry. Benefits of this course include stronger social and
emotional intelligence, the cultivation of an inquiring outlook and a tendency to be intellectually
proactive. All teachers are trained in teaching Philosophy in Education

Communication with parents/carers
Class meetings are held at the beginning of the school year, and as necessary, later on. The Class
teacher sends newsletters as needed, and more general information is communicated through the
fortnightly School Newsletter.
A formal report on students’ progress is mailed home twice each year at the end of each semester. This
is followed up by parent-teacher interviews. Should any issues arise at other times, teachers will contact
parents/carers, and parents/carers are invited to contact the school if there are matters of concern.

PATHWAYS – Years 11 and 12
Pathways is our Higher School Certificate program for Years 11 and 12.
HSC subjects are usually taught over two years, involving 120 hours of instruction in each of two years. At
Korowal however, we teach an HSC course compressed into a single year. This means that students
experience 240 hours of instruction in a subject in a single year. For a full time student, half of the HSC
subjects are studied in Year 11 and exams in those subjects are undertaken at the end of Year 11. The
other half is studied in Year 12. It is also possible to study part time over a longer period.
The advantages of the Pathways approach are that:
•

The HSC is completed in two manageable sections, avoiding the stress of sitting for all exams at the
end of Year 12.

•

Assessment is more continuous, as it is for university

•

Serious HSC study commences at the start of Year 11.

•

The approach is in keeping with Korowal’s curriculum philosophy throughout the School, which
focuses on intensive study.

•

In a small school it allows us to offer an increased range of subjects.

•

It allows for part time study - it is possible to study a single subject.

students.

Because our course is compressed and accelerated, senior secondary students at Korowal must be
enrolled by October each year. HSC classes begin during term 4.
The Pathways Senior College Environment
Senior students at Korowal have unlimited access to the library and Learning Resources Centre. They
have their own common room and study space. Relationships between students and teachers are
mutually respectful. In all of these ways, Korowal provides an environment that is appropriate for senior
students.
Each Pathways student has a mentor relationship with one member of staff, who oversees and helps
with their study, as well as their social development.

HSC Outcomes
Korowal has an established record of excellent outcomes across the sciences, humanities and
creative and performing arts. Our students often surpass their own goals. However, our Primary aim is
for students to complete their schooling with a resilient, creative, compassionate approach to life,
and with a desire for future learning.

Korowal Graduates
Our graduates are involved in a fascinating range of post-school studies and careers in science,
mathematics, dance, music, writing, media, visual art, film, psychology, medicine, social sciences,
architecture, engineering, plumbing, building, mechanics, international relations, small business,
teaching, and more. Our graduates have won prestigious art and writing awards; have represented
Australia in athletics; and are involved in cutting edge scientific work on an international stage. For
more details, visit the “alumni news” page on our website.

QUESTIONS WE ARE OFTEN ASKED
What is different about Korowal?
•

We are a small school catering for students from kindergarten through to HSC. We have chosen
to remain small.

•

We are secular (ie not connected to any faith or religion). We do not teach scripture. Religions
are studied in context – for example, Old Testament stories in upper Primary, Aboriginal
dreamtime stories in K/1/2, studies of religion as an HSC option. Our community includes families,
students and teachers who are Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, Christian, Jewish, agnostic and atheist.

•

We do not rank students against each other. We do not rush them to achieve measurable
targets at an early age. We allow time for childhood. We aim to develop all learning skills in an
integrated way. We balance learning and social skills.

•

We are genuinely independent – not connected to church or state or any organised
educational movement.

•

We are governed by a democratically elected School Board containing equal numbers of
parents and teachers.

•

Our executive is more consultative and democratic than the usual principal/ deputy principal
model.

What is the difference between Korowal, Steiner and Montessori School?
Similarities:
•

We draw from a similar group of parents and teachers who are interested in small schools
offering an alternative to the traditional model.

•

Students from Steiner and Montessori schools generally adapt well to Korowal.

•

Montessori schools often use a multiple age group with a three-year age range.

•

Steiner education employs an interdisciplinary curriculum where formal and creative work are
integrated.

•

Steiner education encourages a long-term relationship with the class teacher.

•

Steiner education emphasises rhythms and routines.

Differences:
•

Montessori emphasises self-directed individual activity. Korowal places more emphasis on the
individual within the context of the group/ community.

•

Korowal provides for long-term teacher-student relationships, but does not restrict these to one
teacher, as in the Steiner system. Our team teaching model provides stability and security.

•

Children develop relationshiops to several teachers. This structure allows children to benefit from
the combined talents of different teachers, and provides consistency if a teacher is absent and
when a teacher leaves the school.

•

It is rare for Steiner and Montessori schools to extend into High School.

•

Our governing structures include parents as well as

•

Both Steiner and Montessori derive from an overarching philosophy or text – anthroposophy
and the writings of Maria Montessori. Education at Korowal works from some basic principles
but allows for change in response to the reflection of the practitioners and to changing social
circumstances.

teachers.

What is our approach to the teaching of reading?
•

Our approach is holistic – students learn literacy and numeracy skills in main lessons and focus
studies and these are supplemented by specific skills classes in small groups.

•

We do not rush students to achieve literacy and numeracy targets at an early age.

•

We do not teach formal reading in kindergarten, because kindergarten is about building
foundations for all learning skills in a balanced way – sharing , listening, dexterity, creativity,
gross motor skills, taking care of possessions and environment. Kindergarten is also a time for
play.

•

Some of our students can read when they begin kindergarten. Some learn during the
kindergarten year. Some learn later. If students have particular difficulties these are addressed.
No one fails.

•

The age of beginning reading bears no relationship to later skill or interest in reading.

What is our approach to ranking and grading?
•

We do not rank students against each other (except when required to do so at HSC level). We
ask all parents when enrolling to support us in this approach.

•

We do not engage in any grading in Primary School or Year 7. Some grading (but not ranking)
begins in Year 8.

•

We provide continuous opportunities for meaningful and constructive assessment and
feedback.

•

We accept that our students’ NAPLAN and Higher School certificate results will be publicly
compared. We prepare our students for these examinations and are proud of their
achievements.

•

We do teach towards the HSC exams. We do not teach towards NAPLAN tests.

How do we use Computers and IT?
•

Access to computers is introduced in a limited fashion in classes 3 to 6 and expands throughout
High School. We believe that there is no place for computers in our classrooms at an earlier
age, as the abstraction inherent in working with computers does not support the strong
foundation-building which we try to achieve at this stage. The introduction of the use of
computers in Primary School is timed to coincide with the need to manage increasing
quantities of information as students move into High School.

•

Ethical aspects of computer usage are emphasised with students and incorporated in our IT
systems and software choices.

•

High School students have access to computers in all subjects. We have a special purpose
computer lab, plus many laptops. We use Mac hardware and open source software.

How do our Students perform in HSC Exams?
•

Our results are consistently very good across the range of subjects – humanities, arts and
sciences.

•

Because we are a small school there can be substantial variation from year to year.

•

In some years we are ranked extremely well in the “league tables” (which we don’t approve
of!). Some students gain exceptional results either in particular subjects or across the board (i.e.
around 99%). Most students exceed their own goals.

•

A small school with committed, inspiring teachers is the ideal environment for students who
have High academic aspirations, as well as for students who need support to remain at school.

What are the advantages to Pathways?
•

It lessens exam stress by equalising workload over two or more years.

•

The HSC can be taken part time up to 5 years. Students can enrol in single subjects

•

Students from all HSC years’ work together across age boundaries.

What do our students do when they finish school?
•

They are involved in a wide and varied range of post-school work / career/ life paths. eg
science, mathematics, dance, music, visual art, film, psychology, medicine, architecture,
engineering, plumbing, building, mechanics, international relations, small business, teaching
(school and university); studying; travelling; parenting. For details, go to our “alumni news” page
on this website.

•

Our graduates have won prestigious art and writing awards; have represented Australia in
athletics; and are involved in cutting edge scientific work on an international stage.

Does Korowal have Sport Teams?
•

Our school is too small to host teams that can compete regularly in single aged competitions.

•

Many of our students play soccer, cricket, basketball and other sports with their local clubs.

•

Physical education, sport and outdoor education are integral aspects of our Primary and High
School curricula. Through these our students experience a wide variety of sports, games and
physical challenges.

•

Our large school grounds allow for expansive and natural physical activity at recess and lunch
times.

TESTIMONIALS
From our students
Senior Students
•

“As a student at Korowal I have not once felt in the relationships with my teachers a sense of
“us” and “them”. The relationships that I have formed with my teachers are personal, individual
and incredibly supportive. Teachers take the time to know who I am as a person and they
make that extra effort with all the students here”.

•

“Korowal is small. I like that. I’m not lost in all the people. I can talk to the teachers like real
people.”

•

“Korowal doesn’t even feel like a school because I feel happy and enjoy going there which is
something I have never felt at any other school. At Korowal I feel respected, and because of
this I want to learn and I have fun when I learn. That is what I think a school should be.”

•

“The feelings, thoughts, opinions and abilities of students are respected, understood and
acknowledged by teachers.”

•

“Korowal shows a great deal of respect to its students and because of this the students show
a great deal of respect to each other and most importantly to themselves”.

•

“At this school I have never felt judged or discriminated against”.

•

“You are judged as yourself, not just another student.”

Year 9
•

“Korowal is like a big family. Everyone takes care of each other.”

•

“You don’t feel pressure to be anyone but yourself.”

•

“I value the levels of trust the teachers place in the students. Every person is made to feel safe”.

•

“I really appreciate the mutual respect between students and teachers”.

•

“Korowal feels like family and accepts you whether you’ve been here for ten seconds or ten
years.”

•

“A student like me who takes a great interest in his work feels no condescension from other
students, only support.”

•

“The thought that my seven year old brother goes to Korowal makes me feel content – I don’t
have to worry about his safety or his wellbeing”.

•

“I attended a number of other Primary Schools where I felt isolated and worthless. As soon as I
came to Korowal my self confidence grew and I felt able to be myself.”

Year 8
•

“At my other school I was taught about 10% of the knowledge I am taught at Korowal.”.

•

“At my old school, most activities were turned into a competition. At Korowal people accept
each other for who they are.”

•

“I feel safe and happy about going to school. The lessons are fun.”

•

“There is no discrimination or bullying.”

Year 7
•

“It’s a great school and it makes me feel included and someone.”

•

“Korowal is a comforting place. People hear your voice”.

•

“Korowal is such a welcoming and creative school. I value Korowal’s kindness. If you’re a bit
different, people still accept you.”

•

“Teachers respect your feelings.”

•

“It’s peaceful because there aren’t too many people.”

Year 6
•

“At Korowal, friends co-operate. Teachers think of themselves as the same level as students.”

•

“I value the kindness at Korowal and the art and music that we do here… and how there is no
bullying.”

•

“I love my friends and the lessons we have… and reading time.’

•

“I value how calm and peaceful it is at Korowal”.

•

“Our school makes you feel very comfortable.”

•

“I like having the freedom to wear the clothes we like. To call the teachers by their first name is
really cool and I love the property that the school owns.”

•

“The good thing about Korowal is you don’t go the church, the canteen food is awesome and
there’s hardly any annoying teachers.”

•

“At Korowal there are no bullies and no school uniform. Everyone is kind.”

•

“At Korowal boys and girls play together.’

•

“The atmosphere in class is kind.”

•

“You can come to this school as yourself. And be happy.”

Class 3/4/5
•

“I like how we can call our lovely teachers by their first name. I also value that there are people
in my class with permanent medical problems and there are different types of teachers to help
them. I like how our teachers are not too strict and they don’t force you to do things like Easter
and they understand if you are different and can’t be the same as everyone else. Most of all I
value the amount we learn.”

•

“I love the people, the food, field trips, the teachers, the playground, books, space-maths
classes and art.”

•

“I like going to chess club, and I like main lesson, and the way they run the school, and how
the teachers engage with you.’

•

“Your class mates become in a way like brothers and sisters. “

•

“At Korowal we have lots of space for playing and the teachers and my friends are very kind.”

•

“You know the teachers and the teachers know you. You can give your opinion in the
conversation. The food at the canteen is amazing.”

•

“You can talk to people freely. You learn how to paint and draw properly.

•

“ I love the wildlife, the location, bush, and the teachers are really nice. The thing I love a lot is
how big and free our school is.”’

•

“I think my teachers love me. I have lots of best friends. I play treble recorder and I work really
hard.”

•

“Korowal is great. You get to make friends with people in different years.”

•

“Korowal is an active school and it has good sense in drama. It’s very musical and has great
ideas such as main lesson.”

Class K/1/2
•

“It’s really joyful.”

•

“It’s like a big hotel where you stay for the day and go home in the afternoon.”

•

“There’s lots of really lovely children and I like to play with every single one them.”

•

“I really like all the teachers and children and even learning.”

•

“There’s lots of environment.”

•

“I love All my lessons and the way the teachers really care about me.”

•

“When I’m a man, I’m going to go back to Korowal as a teacher.”

•

“I like my school because there’s heaps of space and it’s always colourful.”

•

“I like to play tip in the big field and go to the library.”

TESTIMONIALS
From our parents
•

“To be able to educate my son in a school that values kindness, respect and care for all beings
AND the environment is such a special gift in this age of measuring, ranking and comparisons.
My son does excellent work in all his subjects, which is great, and yet is only a part of who he
really is. The holistic education of Korowal will last him a lifetime; way beyond any rank, mark or
measure.”

•

“When you walk into Korowal, you get the overwhelming sense that the children here are really
allowed to enjoy the benefits of being a child. They are schooled in a beautiful and nurturing
environment where individuality is embraced, creativity flourishes and a true appreciation of
the environment and fellow humans is at the core of a unique educational experience.”

•

“My teenage daughters have blossomed under the guidance and philosophy of the
dedicated educators at Korowal. It is every parent’s treasure to see their children develop in
to young adults, confident to question and explore and as a consequence, have the ability to
make considered choices for their own actions and subsequent contribution back to the
community.”

•

“Because we have traveled widely my son has been to a few schools over the years. He
started this year in Korowal and already this school is where he is the happiest at, and the most
fulfilled, both creatively and academically. Korowal has wonderful dynamic teachers who
inspire the children

•

in many areas on a personal level. It focuses on the significance of learning where each lesson
is valued, where the teaching/learning relationship is a pleasure, a gift and a right in itself. This
contrasts very much with the competitive result driven schools he has attended in the past
which have been quite damaging for my son's confidence, who by nature is quiet and
sensitive. Korowal's nurturing and positive learning environment has brought out the best in
him.”

•

“I have nothing but good things to say about Korowal. Mature, respectful treatment of all
students by all staff – and the staff expectation that students will return that respect - marks out
the school from my son’s previous school experiences. Students are encouraged to set their own
learning goals, and Korowal staff support them in working to achieve those goals. My son will leave
Korowal not only with a good HSC mark, but also with a raft of independent learning strategies and
the confidence to find his own direction in the future. There is no doubt in my mind that a small
school with small classes offers a better learning environment for our children.”

•

“I have always believed that to excel at something, you must love doing it. This concept
applies to both the teaching staff at Korowal and the students at the school. Our children love
going to Korowal. This is a school where your child will never be just another face in the crowd.”

•

“My son has just started at Korowal in Year 7. His enthusiasm and love for school since he started

at Korowal has been wonderful to watch. I myself came to Korowal in Year 11 after many years
in the state system and I recognise his building confidence and joy at being I am overjoyed
that I can give my son a schooling experience that empowers him and assists him in
discovering his strengths in a warm, friendly, High spirited environment where students are
encouraged to debate, have opinions and have respect and caring for each other.”
•

“When I was a new Kindy parent I observed two Year 11 or 12 guys running down the path.
One of them accidentally bumped into a younger boy perhaps in Year 2 or 3. It wasn’t a huge
bump. He stopped dead in his tracks as his friend, unaware of what had happened ran on,
and he said to the younger child “Hey sorry, are you alright?” He put a hand on the boys
shoulder, waited for an answer, and then continued on. The younger boy was fine. I knew then
that I had definitely made the best and right decision to send my daughter to Korowal.”

•

“Korowal is the school I would have liked to attend when I was a child – it’s as close to an ideal
school that it’s possible to get. Not only does it provide a rich and rounded education for my
two boys, we all feel ourselves to be a part of the Korowal family where individuals are noticed,
appreciated and respected. The feeling at the school is relaxed and caring.”

•

“Previous HSC results stand as living proof that Korowal excels in teaching the
compartmentalised 'subjects' stipulated by the education authorities. But where Korowal is
special is precisely the areas that can't be measured by any other than human-One example
among many is the presence of special-needs children as fully integrated class members. Their
special contributions are

•

“It's more than a school, it's a caring community. My daughter is encouraged and assisted to
not only to excel in all areas academically, but equal weighting is put on social skills, respect,
values, and personal identity. She is grounded in an all-rounded capacity, and is supported at
every level to integrate and manage all aspects of her personality and aspects of living in the world
in community, as well as being provided a stimulating academic learning environment. What
a blessing!"

•

"Thank you for embracing my son in his new environment. This reminds me of how the Gurus in
India were in the olden days. They accepted their students with an open heart and mind, they
nurtured them through new social norms, they protected them from the inappropriate habits
through knowledge and above all they took the responsibility to see them prosper. I believe
my son has found his gurus in his teachers at Korowal. His journey has been a long one, from
India to here however his journey has led him to his true gurus."

•

“As a guitar teacher, I get children coming to me from all school backgrounds, and over the
years I've noticed that the children from Korowal are, in general, more open and easy to
engage in conversation than the majority of children from other schools. There is something
magic happening at Korowal, which is no doubt a reflection on the enlightened teachers and
staff who work there. Inspiration usually comes from inspired people – we could not be happier
with the school!”

•

School as it should be. Inspiring, innovative teachers, small classes and a warm, caring
atmosphere. No desperate hot-housing or potentially demoralising grading of children.
Learning as fun and fun in learning. And happy, confident kids.

