
 

 

21 May, 2020 
 

Information for Primary Families 
 
Dear Primary Families, 
 
We are really happy to be treading carefully towards full-time school after such a long and unusual 
time. We won’t back to our true ‘normal’- we can’t have parents on campus, or gather for events 
or assemblies, we have additional hygiene and distancing measures in place, we can’t hug or hold 
hands even in Morning Circle and our teachers will need to keep at a safe distance from students. 
 
For some students, coming back on-site is not possible at this stage. For these students there will also 
be changes and adjustments to make. Your teachers will still be uploading work onto Google 
Classroom, but we won’t be having online Morning or Afternoon Circle, instead your teachers will 
arrange regular meetings with you and we are developing ways to keep connection with your class 
group.  
 
Not being able to have assemblies makes communicating important organisational and safety 
measure challenging, so we would really appreciate your knowledge and support with the 
following: 
 
Wellbeing and Communication  
This is yet another time of adjustment. We ask that you watch and support your children as they get 
used to being back at school. It may take a couple of weeks until they adjust. If after a couple of 
weeks, you are concerned with your child’s wellbeing and ability to adjust back to school, please 
make contact with the class teacher. The teachers will also be watching and supporting and 
allowing some settling-in time before raising concerns with you, unless there is a matter of more 
immediate concern. 
 
Our Learning Support teacher, Meaghan Blattman, has created a social story to prepare students 
for what the experience of school may be like and to help transition students back on-site 
(attached). 
 
Please remember that even in these distanced times, we ask that you use email to arrange 
meetings rather than as a platform for discussing issues. We are able to meet with you remotely via 
video. Teachers will aim to respond to your emails as soon as they are able, within work hours. 
 
Reconciliation Week 
On Monday 1st June we will celebrate Reconciliation Week, 2020, ‘In This Together’, by creating a 
collaborative artwork on our school grounds using our beautiful array of fallen Autumn leaves. This 
will also mark our first day back of full-time schooling this term. Each class will work with Talulah and 
their class teacher on the artwork over the course of the day, one class at a time. We will 
photograph this ephemeral artwork, which will shift with the breeze and decompose over time. If 
possible, can students collect and bring in fallen autumn leaves from home to contribute to the 
artwork on Monday 1st June. We are after flat, intact leaves in large volumes! Students will be 
working outdoors for this activity, so please ensure they are adequately dressed in protective, warm 
clothing.  
 
 
 



 

 

Days on-site next week 
The school has sent out a chart showing each year 
groups days onsite. To confirm for Primary School these 
are: 
 
Kindergarten- Monday, Thursday, Friday 
Year 1- Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
Year 2- Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
Year 3- Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
Year 4- Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
Year 5 – Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
Year 6 – Tuesday Thursday, Friday 
 
The week beginning Monday June 1st will see all 
classes return fulltime, 5 days per week.  
 
HATS!!!!! 
Primary Students need to bring a full-brimmed hat to school. Beanies, hoods and caps don’t provide 
adequate UV protection. If students forget their hat or only have a cap, hood or beanie, they can 
either use a spare hat, if available, or stay on the veranda for break times which is not nearly as fun 
as playing in our big, open playgrounds. It can also impact the teacher-student relationship when 
teachers have to keep speaking with the same students about wearing a hat on the playground. 
If the UV is 2 or below all day students are not required to wear a hat. PLEASE BRING A FULL-BRIMMED 
HAT. 
 
Warm Clothes 
Please make sure your child has adequate warm clothing for their day at school. We are outside a 
lot, even when it is cold and grey plus our classrooms have open windows to allow fresh air-flow. 
They need at least a warm jumper and a warm jacket; they may also like to bring gloves and an 
extra jumper. Students in all classes are still enjoying putting on their raincoats and gumboots for 
outside play in wet weather, so please also pack some extra clothing to change into if children get 
wet. If you haven’t yet supplied a raincoat and rain boots, please do so. 
 
Water bottles 
Our bubblers are out of use for hygiene reasons at the moment, so please make sure your child has 
a fresh water bottle each day.  
 
Canteen 
A reminder that the canteen is closed until further notice. Your child may need some more lunch 
with the cold weather and with our extra outdoors learning.  
 
Online Morning and Afternoon Circle  
Online Morning Circles will only be held on the days where classes are NOT at school next week.  
 
As we move towards more on-site time at school, we have noticed less people using our online 
Afternoon Circles. We will no longer hold online Afternoon Circles as of tomorrow Friday 22nd May.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Drop Off and Pick Up 
If you are driving or walking your children to school please arrive from 9.10am- for a 9.25am start. 
You can drive up to the ramp in the ‘Kiss and Drop’ part of the turning circle, or park and walk to 
the ramp. School staff will be there to meet your child. Students will have their temperature checked 
before joining their group. 
 
If you arrive late please make your way to the bottom of the ramp and telephone the school, a 
staff member will come and meet you. 
 
In the afternoon you can pick up your child between 3.05pm-3.30pm. Please drive to the ‘Kiss and 
Drop’ area, or park and walk to the bottom of the ramp.  
 
Please remind your child to walk on the footpaths, not the road, and to cross the road with a grown 
up. 
 
Thank-you! 
I’d like to share my enormous gratitude to the parent community for your patience, flexibility and 
support as we have established and undertook remote learning. I also want to acknowledge the 
enormous effort, creativity and care of the Primary teaching staff in establishing and maintaining 
online learning programs, and in keeping their class connections alive. In addition to their online 
teaching, teachers have also been working days at school with the students needing to be there- 
it’s been a very busy time. The teachers’ aides have worked with absolute flexibility, dedication and 
care during this period in putting together and delivering work packs, and at the coal face 
supporting students as they increasingly come back to school. Thank-you! 
 
Wishing you all well, 
Talulah Vane 
 
Primary School Coordinator 
tvane@korowal.nsw.edu.au 

 


